
MINUTES 
City of Alpine 

 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting 
July 10, 2019 

 5:30 PM in Alpine City Council Chambers 
 

 
1. Call to order 

Called to order at 5:35 
2. Determination of Quorum and Proof of Notice of Meeting 

Present were Kurt Mannchen, Keith Nixon, and Kirsten Moody. Robert Llanez from the 
city was also present. 

3. Approval of minutes from previous meeting  
Kirsten amended the minutes to read June 19 instead of May 8. Kurt moved that we 
approve the minutes with the amendment, Keith seconded, all voted yes.  

4. Announcements from board members 
• Kurt stated that it puts the board in a bad position because Joe is not here so often. 
• Keith brought a shade cloth to try out at the dog park. It will be fixed to the existing 

fence so it doesn’t require any concrete. He said that he would go put it up and Kurt 
said he would help. Robert agreed. 

5. Citizen comments 
6. Information and Discussion Items 

a. Update from Big Bend Parks and Recreation for Kids, if any 
Ekta said that Saturday, Sept 28, at Kokernot Park at the pavilion from 10:00-1:00. 
She’s not sure what they’re fundraising for yet but they will coordinate with the board 
about projects.  

b. Discuss parks issues from parks crew, if any 
• Robert is still down to three guys plus one from the road crew. But he said that the new 

budget allows for several new crew members, possibly seven or eight total. 
• The water pressure at Baines is still a problem. He said he will have to call a plumber. 
• The crew is getting ready for renaming of Centennial Park. They will be installing the 

new sign on 11th Street. The sign is still in Fort Stockton and the ceremony is next 
Saturday at the softball tournament.  

• Restroom clogged at Kokernot Park. 
• The 40’ x 60’storage building to go in at Kokernot Park has been sent out for bids. 
• Concession stand at Kokernot is up and going. 
• Robert has permission to start on the practice fields on the Sul Ross property. He will 

get three fields out of that land. 
• April McAnally will be the new head of Little League. 

c. Discuss any parks comments or complaints members have heard from citizens 
• Keith is hearing a lot of pushback on the creek trail. They have told him that it would 

be a much bigger project than we can do. Kurt asked if the $215,000 given to us by ETP 
was in an interest-bearing account. 

• Ekta said that there were loose bolts at the skate park. Robert said he would look at 
them. 

• Ekta said that we should look for zoysia seed for the ball parks. She said that Martha 
Latta told her that there is a kind that is good for sun and available in seed form (as 
opposed to sod). She said that this type of grass grows more out than up and will 
require less mowing.  

d. Update on the status of the master parks plan 
Kirsten said that the plan is set to be discussed at the July 16 city council meeting and 
voted on at the August 6 council meeting. Marci and Vicky Carrasco will be at the July 
16 meeting. 

e. Discuss meeting between Kirsten and Aimee Roberson and Jeff Bennett from the Rio 
Grand Joint Venture 

Kirsten updated the board on the meeting. There will be a site visit by them and many 
of their colleagues in August, probably, at Kokernot Springs. Kirsten said she would let 
the board know about the meeting. It was said that we should post the meeting as 
public in case several board members attend. 



f. Discuss possibility of Boy Scout help at American Legion Park  
Kirsten asked the mayor (who is part of the American Legion) if the American Legion 
wants to be involved in American Legion Park. He suggested that she contact the head 
of the Boy Scouts. She called him and did not get a response, as of the meeting. 

g. Discuss pool days and hours and pool rental policies and prices 
• Kirsten sent an email to the City to find out about the possibility of having Sunday 

hours and splitting the pool open hours on other days (early morning and then 
afternoon). As of the meeting she had not heard back. 

• It was suggested that the next step is to contact the city council about changing the 
hours. Kirsten said she would. 

h. Discuss closing date for ball fields and policy on using lights  
• Kirsten sent an email to the City to find out if there could be a stopgap for keeping the 

fields open past the August 1 closing date in the memo about the issue written when J. 
Horry was the interim city manager. The email also asked about the possibility of 
charging for ball field light use. As of the meeting she had not heard back. 

i. Discuss plumbing at ball fields 
• Keith said that the big 12-inch sewer line running at an angle through Kokernot Park 

runs straight out to the water treatment plant. He said it runs under the radio station 
property and the dog park. Keith said that there are so many other lines in that area 
(water, AT&T, and gas), digging a new route would be very difficult, so scoping the 
existing pipes to fix problems would be better. Will Vining (plumber) has said that he 
will donate the plumbing work to get that bathroom going again. It will be necessary 
to raise additional funds to retile and get the bathrooms ready to use. The amount of 
this donation should be tallied (as in an official bid) because we can use it toward a 
matching grant. Keith will talk to Tony Curry to get the line scoped and will get us 
more of a concrete bid. The city will donate the pipe for the project.  

j. Discuss possible Texas Park and Wildlife parks grant 
• Keith said that Will Vining and he are going to look into getting schematics for a 

splashpad and see how much of the plumbing they could do instead of hiring an 
outside company to do that work. Ekta got schematics several years ago when 
studying the issue. She said she will give those to Keith. 

• Keith also asked if Marci could get some schematics from El Paso’s splashpad. And Cory 
Llanez suggested that we ask Vicky Carrasco in Presidio for schematics for the Presidio 
splashpad too. 

• Kirsten said that she would check with TPWD about how long a city has to wait to 
apply for another grant if they have been awarded a previous grant. 

• The board discussed the TPWD grant deadline and looked at the grant general 
information, frequently-asked-questions document, and the current grant criteria. It is 
likely the criteria will change somewhat before the new grant is available. 

7. Action Items 
None 

8. Items and locations for coming meetings, including 
• Revise ordinances 
• Research and propose a parks maintenance plan and schedule 
• Research other grants  
• Research partnership possibilities 

• Keith said three priorities for him are to redo the volleyball court, starting an adult 
softball league, and putting in a climbing wall (bouldering wall). He has already 
started seeking out partners for those projects.  

• Others 
Next meeting will be at Baines Park. 
Ekta suggested that we have an item on our next agenda to talk about what projects that BBPaRKs 
can start fundraising for. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:25. 


